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Are you making New Year's resolutions? Maybe you want to make 2020 a more
healthy year with diet or exercise. Maybe you want to make different financial
decisions this year and spend less so you can save more. Or maybe you have decided
to make a new discipleship goal for your life this year like reading the Bible every day
or spending more time in prayer or getting involved in an accountability group. When
we come to a New Year, we often look back at where we have been and make
decisions about where we would like to go.
I have spent some time looking back. And first, I am amazed that we just
celebrated our 6th Christmas in Ashland. But this was the first time we rang the
church bell at midnight to celebrate the arrival of Christmas Day. Also, for the last five
years, we have looked at the giving report at the end of the year to determine if the

giving to the building fund was sufficient to cover the church mortgage payment. But
this year we paid off the mortgage (early) and no longer have to worry about whether
we are ahead or not. And thinking about mission work in our community, we continue
each year to feed more and more kids in our school system, and as we agree to meet
the needs, God continues to supply the resources necessary.
So, what does looking forward look like? It looks like paying off the Lighthouse
mortgage (at last count, we owed about $3800). It looks like sending out an
Evangelism Team to share the message of the Gospel and invite people into the

Kingdom of God. It looks like sending youth to church camp and Winter Blitz and on
the summer mission trip, giving them opportunities to grow in their faith and share
their faith with others. It looks like Stephen Ministers offering care and support to
care receivers in the midst of the circumstances of their lives.
In our 2020 budget there is also a line item for future ministries. This is because
the leadership of the church understands that God is continuing to lead us in new ways
that we can minister to our community. The future is full of Holy Spirit opportunities
for us. And the future looks good.
Pastor Keith

Honors & Memorials

Lighthouse
In Memory of Mildred Hayes Elam
In Memory of JoAnn Beloat
Given by Pat & Pam Elam
In Honor of Charlene Cooper
In Honor of Jr. Fitzpatrick
Given by Skippy Simmerman

Backpack Blessings
In Honor of everyone who helped me move
Given by Carol Barnhorst

Costa Rica Children’s Supplies
In Honor of Ed & Cheryl Spears
Given by Steve & Darlene Meyers

In Honor of Evelyn Crawford’s 90th Birthday
Given by Jim & Susan Ifert

Costa Rica Farm
In Memory of Doug Riffe
Given by Tony & Rose Grossl

In Memory of Shari Bush
Given by A Friend

In Memory of Bert Baker
Given by Rannie & Charlene Cooper

In Memory of Fred Moore
Given by Don & Gloria Neikirk

Budget
In Memory of Joe Skaggs
In Honor of Carla Skaggs
Given by Stacy Keelin

In Memory of Bert Baker
In Memory of Doug Riffe
In Memory of Ed Shytle
Given by Evelyn Crawford

In Honor of 2020 Costa Rica Team
Given by Ed & Cheryl Spears
Good Samaritan
In Honor of Jr. Fitzpatrick
Given by Bill & Linda Meyers

In Memory of Doug Riffe
Given by Stella Pennington

In Honor of Skippy Simmerman on her birthday
Given by Clyde & Susan Simmerman & girls
Given by Charlene Cooper

In Memory of Fred Moore
Given by Ed & Cheryl Spears

Hillcrest-Bruce
In Memory of Ed Shytle
Given by Lisa Hammond

In Honor of Becky, Eric & Levi
Given by Ron & Bobbi Wymer

Hospital Visitation
If you, a family member, or friend are having surgery or
being admitted to the hospital and would like to be visited
and have prayer please contact:
The Church Office:
324-6961
&
Elfi Sologic:
325-4349

Current Month

Budget Items

Specials

Mortgage Fund

Totals

Beginning Balance

$17,092.29

$26,409.66

$8,346.74

$51,848.69

Receipts

$33,459.00

$12,674.76

$0.00

$46,133.76

Disbursements

($34,005.69)

($17,805.78)

$0.00

($51,811.47)

$635.01

$0.00

$0.00

$635.01

$17,180.61

$21,278.64

$8,346.74

$46,805.99

$39,841.52

$63,924.38

$17,463.02

$121,228.92

Receipts

$388,671.95

$58,368.36

$52,091.60

$499,131.91

Disbursements

($414,138.30)

($101,686.42)

($61,207.88)

($577,032.60)

$2,805.44

$672.32

$0.00

$3,477.76

$17,180.61

$21,278.64

$8,346.74

$46,805.99

Transfer
Closing Balance
Year-to-Date
Balance 12/31/2018

Transfer
Closing Balance

**EMERGENCY NEEDS**

New Socks & Underwear
Men’s Shoes, Men’s
Winter Clothes and Coats,
Paper Towels, and Shoes/Boots
The processing plant needs: Sugar,
Paper Towels, 16oz. Cups, Toilet Tissue,
13 & 33 Gallon Garbage Bags, Pine-sol, Dust
Mops, Toilet Cleaner, Rubber Bands

CLASSICAL STRETCH
Beginning January 8th

The truck will pick
up at SAUMC on

January 21st.

Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m.
Loyal Followers Classroom

28 workouts - 25 minutes - 1 each week
Recommended for seniors, open to all ages, wear
comfortable clothes, bring yoga mat,
and cushion or pillow.

ADULT SENIOR MINISTRY NEWS

In November, senior adults toured Hillcrest Bruce
Ministries’ facility and learned about the many ways this
local church-supported mission shows God’s love to its
neighbors through a food pantry, clothing closet, preschool,
Bible studies, GED classes, dental services and much more.
In December, Senior Adults invited residents of Kings
Daughters and Sons Home to join them at Golden Corral for
a Christmas party.
The next meeting for Senior
Adults will be at 3pm, January 25 in
the Fellowship Hall at church. Bev
Moore and Friends will entertain with
a skit based on Sister Act. Please
make reservations by Wed, January 22
with Karen at church 324-6961.

Adult Senior Ministries activities provide activities and fellowship for any adult in the
church. There are many meetings during the year. We would love to have you join us!

Dear Church Family,

I pray that each and every one of you has a very blessed New Year. You never know what God has in
store for you and our church! The older I get the more I think of past things. After hearing Keith’s sermon
yesterday (12/22/2019) asking, “Are you too old to go to Costa Rica?” God put Marion on my mind about
the very first time that I met him. I was 42 years old and Marion was 66. God used Marion to grab my
heart and put me into the mission field. I was amazed by this man’s dedication and amount of energy that
he had for doing the Lord’s work. He would start working way before sunrise and long into the night! I
wondered at that time how could he accomplish all that he did with a smile on his face and the love of God
shining thru all that he did. I remember the 3rd year that I went. Marion came to me after dinner around
8PM and asked if I would load bags of concrete into his truck, which I did. He then asked me to go with
him to the native Indian village. He drove for about 3 ½ hours with arrival around midnight. I remember all
the people coming out of houses at that late hour hugging and kissing him. The children were everywhere
around him. He so loved the children. We spent about an hour there and then the trip back to the farm.
We arrived back at the farm around 4:30AM. As I got out of his truck, he told me to get some rest, work
day would come soon. I could not go to sleep, I knew everyone else would be getting up around 6 to get
ready for breakfast, devotion time and then to work. I wondered if Marion would rest. I found out about
5:30AM the answer; he was driving off in his truck to take care of another need at an orphanage.
Needless to say I struggled that day. I did not see Marion till around 9PM that night when he returned. I
thought at my age I was worn out yet Marion continued on. I thought God had to be with him for sure or
how else could he go on like that. Now that I am 67 it is even more amazing to me. When I returned home
I started looking at bible verses about strength that God gives. These are the two verses that I found that
spoke volumes to me:
Isaiah 40:31 Yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; they will mount up with
wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.
Psalms 89:21 With whom My hand will be established; My arm also will strengthen him.
The whole reason for this story is to show that you can do anything God wants you to do. As with
Marion, HE will give you all the strength and knowledge that you will ever need to accomplish HIS purpose
for you. I am proof of that.
I spoke with Mary last week about mission plans, money and prayer needs. The feeding program at the
Pital church is going on every Saturday. They feed approximately 75 children, then have a bible lesson
and some fun and games, it lasts for 2 hours. The cost each Saturday is around $85.00. We have sent
enough money down to cover this through January 19, 2020. This ministry along with Mary needs our
support to carry on this ministry along with many more. Please pray for all the Costa Rica missions.
The team will be offering fruit for a love donation on February 2, 2020 as we are commissioned for
service. Your team will depart for Costa Rica on February 8, 2020. Please keep us in your prayers as we
go to be our church’s Hands and Feet of Christ in Costa Rica.
In His Love and Service
Eduardo

Youth & Children’s

News and Events

Hello Everyone,

During one of our Sunday nights in
December, we took the youth and children
along with several other church members
Christmas Caroling. We had around 30
people total and were able to split into two
groups to go and visit shut-ins and some of
the area nursing homes and assisted living
facilities. We also handed out boxes of
cookies to each that we visited. Thanks so
much to everyone who either donated
cookies or was able to come out and join us!
We got to have fun with some of the
youth group kids and watch them try
to create the best Christmas tree out
of their friends during our youth
group time this past Sunday!
Confirmation is underway this year for kids in 6th grade and up. Our
first retreat was Nov. 8th- Nov. 9th here at SAUMC. We had 12 youth
participating! The dates for our next retreat are Feb. 7 th at 6:00pm –
Feb. 8th at 6:00pm. We have combined with Advance UMC and Christ UMC to put on the series of three
retreats! The next retreat will be hosted at Advance UMC.
Here is a picture from last month’s children’s
choir performance and one from the puppet
performance on Christmas Eve!
The performance date for the Children’s Choir
this month is January 26th and the Puppets will
perform January 19th.

It is time again to start thinking about Winter Blitz! This is a youth event put on
in Louisville by our Kentucky Annual Conference where youth from UMC’s
all over the state can come together. This year the event is January 17 th-19th.
Make sure if your kid is a youth that they sign up for this wonderful trip! We
will meet at the church to head out at 4pm that Friday.
Follow the link below and check out the camps that are being offered this
summer and consider sending your child to Aldersgate! The church camp
scholarship will cover half of the cost for a week of camp for active youth and
children. https://aldersgatecamp.org/summer2020/

Thank you again South Ashland Church. Each year SAUMC participates in providing Thanksgiving
baskets for Hillcrest Bruce Mission. On November 24th baskets overflowing with love were placed on the
altar in support of the mission. Pastor Keith offered prayer for those families receiving baskets. Our amazing
youth group carried and loaded all the food items into the church van. In all 65 baskets filled with ham,
potatoes, stuffing pies and many extra items were delivered to the mission. The church's support has
continued to grow each year as the need keeps increasing.
Once again the generosity of SAUMC was displayed by supporting The Adopt-A-Child/Senior/Special
Need program. In all 72 Adoptions were completed, including 45 children from low income families, 23
seniors and 4 monetary gifts. By helping make Christmas special for others, It will not be surprising when our
own Christmas will be more meaningful.
Thanks,
Darlene & Steve Meyers
_________________________________________________________________________________________

If we would part ways tomorrow, I want to say thank you for the experiences I’ve had here. Working here
has taken me a step back in time to when I was a child attending church with my parents. I was made to go
along with them, which as a child I did not appreciate. As an adult I am glad there was a faith instilled in me.
That faith although sometimes has been buried deep within me, has been creeping up feelings in my heart
again like long ago, those feelings of being touched spiritually.
I will admit there have been several times the beauty of the sun hitting the stained glass behind the altar has
made me weep like a child. More than once I have glanced at the picture of Jesus knocking at the door in the
Loyal Followers room, many times, that glance has rocked my soul and brought me to my knees in tears.
Thank you to everyone here that has a hand in be being hired.
The New Custodian,
Georgia
_________________________________________________________________________________________
I appreciated the beautiful Christmas carols that were sung by members on Sunday afternoon. It really lifted
my spirits for the coming season. Thank you for the cookies, also.
God bless!
Evelyn Crawford
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Jack and I were surprised with two blessings. They are so special coming from our church families. The
Christmas holidays are so special and we loved all the ones that made it special for us.

Thanks to each,
Jack & Betty Nuckols
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you so much for thinking of me. I enjoyed reading the cards and loved getting the new Upper Room for
the New Year! The snacks will be enjoyed, also.
You have a wonderful outreach in your church and I appreciate your
kindness. Have a lovely Holiday season.
Fondly,
Toby Williams

1 Jim Hunt
2 Martha Rice
21 Matthew Ryan
Bill Johnson
22 Tish Crawford
3 Bill Crank
24 Greg White
5 Evelyn Crawford
Neil Highley
8 Bonnie Thom
25 Lynn Cohen
Nedra Fennell
30 Lois Baker
9 Jack Nuckols
10 Madison Duncan
14 Steven Shytle
Damola Asafa
Donita Cox
18 Goldie Bentine
20 Rebecca Easterling
Chris Kitchen

Sun

Mon

Tue

1

20 Al & Becky Gehringer

Wed

Thu

Fri

2
10:00 Intercessory Prayer
6:30 Praise Team

3

4

9
10:00 Intercessory Prayer
5:30 SPRC District
6:00 SPRC Meeting
6:30 Praise Team

10

11

Sat

Office Closed
5
6
9:00 Traditional
6:30 Children’s Council
10:00 Sunday School
11:15 Contemporary
5:00 God’s Gang & Dinner
5:00 Youth & Dinner
7:00 Basketball Night

7
6:30 Restoration Recovery
6:30 Make Today Count
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Scouts

8
5:00 Aging Backwards
6:00 Dinner
6:30 Adult Bible Study
6:30 Chancel Choir
6:30 Kids Choir & Puppets
6:30 Youth Bible Study

12
13
9:00 Traditional
6:30 Stephen Ministry
10:00 Sunday School
11:15 Contemporary
5:00 God’s Gang & Dinner
5:00 Youth & Dinner

14
9:30 Staff Meeting
6:30 Restoration Recovery
6:30 Trustees Meeting
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Scouts

15
16
5:00 Aging Backwards
10:00 Intercessory Prayer
6:00 Dinner
6:30 Praise Team
6:30 Adult Bible Study
6:30 Chancel Choir
6:30 Kids Choir & Puppets
6:30 Youth Bible Study

17
4:00 Youth - Winter Blitz
6:30 Emmaus Gathering

18

19
20
9:00 Traditional
10:00 Sunday School
11:15 Contemporary
5:00 God’s Gang & Dinner
7:00 Basketball Night

21
6:30 Restoration Recovery
6:30 Finance Meeting
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Scouts
7:00 Admin Council
Mountain Mission Pickup

22
23
5:00 Aging Backwards
10:00 Intercessory Prayer
6:00 Dinner
6:30 Praise Team
6:30 Adult Bible Study
6:30 Chancel Choir
6:30 Kids Choir & Puppets
6:30 Youth Bible Study

24

25
3:00 Senior Adult Meeting

26
27
9:00 Traditional
6:30 Stephen Ministry
10:00 Sunday School
11:15 Contemporary
5:00 God’s Gang & Dinner
5:00 Youth & Dinner

28
6:00 Loving Arms
6:30 Restoration Recovery
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Scouts

29
30
5:00 Aging Backwards
10:00 Intercessory Prayer
6:00 Dinner
6:30 Praise Team
6:30 Adult Bible Study
6:30 Chancel Choir
6:30 Kids Choir & Puppets
6:30 Youth Bible Study

31
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Celebrating Jesus, Others and You!

