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   By now, I shouldn’t be surprised at how God works.  But even after all of 

these years of being a Christian, even after all of the years of living into the calling 

of ordained ministry, I am still surprised.  Let me give you 2 quick examples. 

   We were working through a situation at church.  And I read the daily reading 

from Paul in the Fall and it applied to the situation that we were working through.  

It was August when I put together the reading plan and my consideration was on 

this, after reading the Gospels where is a good place to go?  How about the letters 

of Paul?  But God was at work and the text from the reading plan coincided with 

the situation that we were working through.  And God spoke to my heart through 

His word. 

   As I was planning the Bikes and Backpacks fundraising ride, I wanted to 

charge $50 per rider in order to cover costs for lunch and T-shirts and still have a 

strong balance to buy food for the kids.  But in consultation with people who have 

done this kind of ride before, we were told that $50 was too much and people 

wouldn’t come and ride.  So we reduced it to $30.  I didn’t want to, but we did.  

And now, through the generous support of businesses and individuals, we have 

sponsorships that will easily cover all of our costs, and the full amount of the rider 

fees will go to buy food for the program.  The concerns that I had about the costs 

of hosting the ride are all taken care of and I believe that we are going to be able 

to significantly fund this ministry for this school year.   

   The lesson that I am learning is that God is at work.  God is at work!  He 

doesn’t call us into Kingdom work that He won’t provide the resources necessary 

to do the work.  He doesn’t call us to engage in His Word without nurturing our 

souls in the process.  He doesn’t call us into discipleship without transforming our 

lives.  He doesn’t call us to be a blessing to others without giving us the joy that it 

is simply to bless others.  God is at work!  We have to be willing to recognize the 

hand of God at work. 

 

Pastor Keith 



 

 

Current Month Budget Items Specials Totals

Beginning Balance $29,749.17 $73,178.00 $102,927.17

Receipts $37,763.35 $6,608.48 $44,371.83

Disbursements ($53,911.71) ($3,327.22) ($57,238.93)

Transfer $7,985.94 ($1,550.58) $6,435.36

Closing Balance $21,586.75 $74,908.68 $96,495.43

Year-to-Date

Balance 12/31/2020 $47,132.83 $48,918.30 $96,051.13

Receipts $299,380.51 $56,844.50 $356,225.01

Disbursements ($338,970.39) ($69,089.75) ($408,060.14)

Transfer $14,043.80 $38,235.63 $52,279.43

Closing Balance $21,586.75 $74,908.68 $96,495.43

Saintly Solitude 
A Permissive Discipleship Thought from Pastor John 

There are seasons of life, maybe you are in one now, where it seems like there is no downtime. For pastors that   
liturgical season is getting ready to begin. It may be beginning or already begun for you too. As I sit to write this article, I 
am looking at my calendar for today - it is non-stop. It is 8:05am and I won’t get home until after 8pm this evening.     
Advent and Christmas are quickly approaching. Planning needs to be done and decisions need to be made, at work       
and at home. 

 

I was reminded in one of my back-to-back meetings yesterday that even Moses found time to listen to God. Read 
Exodus 3:1-6. 

  

Moses was at work, tending the sheep, when he noticed the burning bush (God trying to get Moses’ attention). He 
approached the bush that wasn’t being consumed by the fire and ended up meeting with the Lord. As I read the text in the 
meeting, two questions came to my mind: 1) How much time transpired between Moses seeing the burning bush and  
Moses “hiding” his face? and 2) Who was taking care of the sheep during that time? Sorry, I’m squirreling. 

 

In his solitude among the sheep (during his work schedule) Moses made time for an encounter with God. How often 
do we miss an opportunity to encounter God because we are working with our head down, focused on doing for rather 
than being with God? 

 

As Moses approached the burning bush, God stopped him in his steps and told him to take off his sandals. When I 
read that part of the passage, I think about the saying, “kick off your shoes and stay a while.” How often do we only have 
a passing moment with God instead of an intentional time with God? 

 

You may or may not need it, but, I give you permission to take time to be with God in your free time and, more   
importantly, in your busy/hectic times. My prayer for CornerStone, as we approach the busy holiday season, is that we 
would all be more intentional in spending time with God. 

 

Questions of the day:  

 How can you intentionally make time to just be with God?  

 What one thing are you willing to put aside so that you might have more opportunities for God to speak to you? 
 

Living the Life God has Given, 
Pastor John 



 

 

Costa Rica Farm 
In Memory of Mike Mansfield 

Given by Steve & Darlene Meyers 
 

In Honor of Steve Meyer’s Birthday 
Given by Ed & Cheryl Spears 

 
Costa Rica Feeding Program 

In Memory of Bill Stapleton 
Given by Steve & Darlene Meyers 

 
In Honor of Chris, Eric & Lindsey Ronay’s Birthdays 

Given by Ed & Cheryl Spears 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
In Memory of Travis Umberger 
Given by Brian & Joan Flanery 

 
Budget 

In Memory of John Michael Sleeman 
Given by Greg & Arland White 

Given by Ray McCann 

Honors & Memorials 

Our most heartfelt sympathies are extended to: 
 

 The family and friends of Mike Yazdandoust. 
 

 John & Arleen Sleeman in the loss of their 
son, John Michael Sleeman. 

 

 The family and friends of David Lykins. 

As part of the welcoming 
ceremony of the  

LST 325 at the Port of  
Ashland, PFC Jack 

Nuckols shared a story of 
his time on an LST  

during WWII.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

October 
Item of the month: 

CLOTHING 
 

Suggestions: hats, scarves, gloves, 
socks, underwear, shoes, shorts,  

shirts, dresses  

 

There will be a collection box in the 
foyer to drop off your gifts. Each gift 
should be able to fit in a shoebox. We 

will gladly accept donations for     
postage. Each box costs $10 to ship. 

Church-wide Fall Cleaning Day 
Volunteers Needed 

 

Roll up your sleeves and come out to 
help make the church shine! 

 

Saturday, October 8th 
9:00 a.m. 

 
All help is appreciated! 



 

 

Youth & Children’s 
Encounter — Google’s online dictionary   
describes this as follows: (verb) unexpectedly 
experience or be faced with.  
 
I feel so fortunate to be part of a church that feels alive, a church that is teeming with volunteers and people who want 
to spend time together. It’s exciting to host functions both within our church and outside of it that are filled with many 
faces, faces created in God’s own image, hearts fiercely loved by God.  
 
During September, we had the opportunity to encounter dozens of children and families in our community, some that 
we already knew, and many that we didn’t. Our Kids’ Fall Kickoff hosted over 100 people on our church grounds while 
the Children’s Activity Tent at Poage Landing Days entertained more than we managed to count. Whether or not we 
ever see some of those faces again on this earth (yet hopefully we will!), my prayer is that families in our community 
recognize the church as a safe, welcoming place where everyone experiences love. I hope that through our actions and 
interactions–and ultimately the work of the Holy Spirit–these families encounter their loving Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sustainer. 
 
Mark your calendars for Sunday night, October 30th, for a fall campfire and cookout at the Johns-Morrison farm. Invite 
your family and friends, those who already attend church and those who don’t. Many insightful, humorous,              
philosophical, and theological conversations have taken place around a campfire! May this be yet another opportunity 
for us and our neighbors to encounter God.    

News and Events 



 

 

Dear Church Family, 
   I pray that each one of you feels our Lord’s love for you each and every day. I know we all have so much 
to be thankful for. 
   As of October 1, 2022, there are 129 days left until your team travels to Costa Rica to be our Lord’s hands 
and feet doing His will in that beautiful country. 
   There have been a lot of ministries going on at the camp and surrounding areas. Work continues at the 
camp with the renovation of camp facilities.  Paul has started a feeding ministry in the very poor village of El 
Mirador. This area is close to the camp. We have worked in this village many times during our mission trips. 
Currently they are feeding children’s stomachs and souls twice a month. They are averaging 125 children per 
feeding. The cost is about $200.00 per each time. We were blessed to be able to send down $200.00 last week to 
help with feeding the children. Paul is looking for churches to help sustain this program. 
   The Pital program is making great strides in feeding more and more children. The last feeding program had 
over 150 children. I feel so blessed that as a church we are sponsoring this. I know that God has to be pleased as 
HE looks down and sees His children being taken care of. Praise God! 
   Attached are some pictures from both feeding programs plus a picture of the propane cook top that we           
purchased for Pital. Also attached is a letter that Natalia sent expressing her thanks and blessing for our church. 
   I always think of this Bible verse when I see pictures of the children being fed or even more so when I am 
present at the event: Matthew 18:10  “See that you do not despise one of 
these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face 
of my Father in heaven.” That verse sure makes me think. 
   Thanks so much for supporting the Costa Rica mission with your    
prayers and gifts.  If anyone ever has any questions, please call me. I do love 
to talk about Costa Rica 
 
In HIS Love and Service 
Eduardo 
 
Dear Brother Ed, brothers, sisters, and friends of this wonderful team,  
   The children's ministry "Pan de Vida" greets you. God bless you greatly; we would like to thank you for 
your unconditional support that you have given to us. We are very grateful to God for your love and dedication 
to this ministry. We also would like to thank all of you who support the feeding program that takes place every 
Friday, serving 50 to 60 children from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Three months ago, we only had the attendance 
of 20 to 30 children because of the pandemic restrictions on group gatherings, which made it very difficult for 
the children as many more wanted to come to participate in the program.   
   In this ministry, my husband Martin and I, Natalia, serve the      
children with love and dedication. There are also seven ladies or mothers 
who help us in the kitchen: Carmen, Nereyda, Elda, Sarah, María, Dalila, 
and  Leivis, who are all great blessings. We also have the support and 
help of some young ladies, who in the past were participants in the   
feeding program when they were  children. But now, they collaborate 
with us in this ministry. These young ladies are currently in school.   
   Once again, thanks for your support. Currently, we have only 
worked in the immediate community that is heavily traveled by refugee 
families who are on the move. These families 
are from different parts of the country in 
search of work. Thus, we always have new 
children in the community.  
   As always, we will be sending photos of 
our upcoming events and current updates.  
 
Thank you with the love of Christ, 
Martín and Natalia 



 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

  8:00 Emmaus Men 
 
 
 
Confirmation Retreat Day 2 

2 
  9:00 Sanctuary & Drive-In 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:15  FLC & FB Live 
  5:30 Youth & God’s Gang 
  5:30 Women’s Class 

3 
  6:30 Rooted Life Group 

4 
  6:30 Psalm 23 Life Group 
  6:30 Anxious Life Group 
  7:00 Scouts 

5 
  5:00 Handbells 
  5:45 Dinner 
  6:30 Chancel Choir 
  6:30 Bible Study 
  6:30 Stewardship/Missions 
  6:30 Puppets / Kids Choir 

6 
  8:00 La Comedia Trip 
  9:00 Pray for the Church 
  6:30 Praise Team 
  6:30 Red Letters 
  6:30 Cub Scouts 

7 8 
  8:00 Emmaus Women 
  9:00 Fall Cleaning Day 

9 
  9:00 Sanctuary & Drive-In 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:15  FLC & FB Live 
  2:00 Stephen Min Training 
  5:30 Youth & God’s Gang 
  5:30 Women’s Class 

10 
  6:00 Stephen Ministry 
  6:30 Rooted Life Group 

11 
  9:30 Staff Meeting 
  6:30 Trustees Meeting 
  6:30 Psalm 23 Life Group 
  6:30 Anxious Life Group 
  7:00 Scouts 

12 
  5:00 Handbells 
  5:45 Dinner 
  6:30 Chancel Choir 
  6:30 Bible Study 
  6:30 Stewardship/Missions 
  6:30 Puppets / Kids Choir 

13 
  9:00 Pray for the Church 
  6:30 Praise Team 
  6:30 Red Letters 
  6:30 Cub Scouts 

Emmaus Men’s Walk 

14 15 
10:00 Methodist Men 

16 
  9:00 Sanctuary & Drive-In 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:15  FLC & FB Live 
  5:30 Youth & God’s Gang 
  5:30 Women’s Class 

17 
  6:30 Rooted Life Group 

18 
  6:30 Finance Meeting 
  6:30 Psalm 23 Life Group 
  6:30 Anxious Life Group 
  7:00 Scouts 
  7:00 Admin Council 

19 
  5:00 Handbells 
  5:45 Dinner 
  6:30 Chancel Choir 
  6:30 Bible Study 
  6:30 Stewardship/Missions 
  6:30 Puppets / Kids Choir 

20 
  9:00 Pray for the Church 
  6:30 Praise Team 
  6:30 Red Letters 
  6:30 Cub Scouts 

21 22 
  10:00 Bikes & Backpacks 

23 
  9:00 Sanctuary & Drive-In 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:15  FLC & FB Live 
  2:00 Mansfield’s Farewell 
  5:30 Youth & God’s Gang 
  5:30 Women’s Class 

24 
  6:00 Stephen Ministry 
  6:30 Rooted Life Group 

25 
  6:00 Loving Arms 
  6:30 Psalm 23 Life Group 
  6:30 Anxious Life Group 
  7:00 Scouts 

26 
  5:00 Handbells 
  5:45 Dinner 
  6:30 Chancel Choir 
  6:30 Bible Study 
  6:30 Stewardship/Missions 
  6:30 Puppets / Kids Choir 

27 
  9:00 Pray for the Church 
  6:30 Praise Team 
  6:30 Red Letters 
  6:30 Cub Scouts 

Emmaus Women’s Walk 

28 29 

30 
  9:00 Sanctuary & Drive-In 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:15  FLC & FB Live 
  5:30 Campfire @ Genée’s 
  5:30 Women’s Class 

31 
  6:30 Rooted Life Group 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4 Amos & Judy Gearheart 
 

7  Adam & JJ Elkins 
 

20   Gary & Darris Duncan 
Jerry & Shelly Mounce 

 
22   Robert & Allissa Caudill 

 
31   Jr. & Anita Fitzpatrick 

 2 John Carwell 
  Spencer Lett 
3  Teresa Kirkpatrick 
     Ryan Meenach 
4   Allissa Caudill 
5 Brent Neikirk 
6 Stacia Carwell 
9 Joy Daniel 
     Charlene Qualls 
     Weslie Freholm 
11 Kim Hart 
   Mike Maynard 
13 Jil McClanahan 
14 Darris Duncan 
      Mason Butcher 
   Parker Gibson 
15 Steve Meyers 
      Bill Meyers 
      Madison Lett 
      Jeremy Barada 
17 Frankie Stewart 

Shelly Mounce 
18 Ken Bush 
      Brenda Roberts 

    Mike Dove 
  Ann Cossett 
19 Dick Wheeler 
22 Jr. Fitzpatrick 
      Jacob Daniels 
23 Madison Ratliff 
   Sharon Shortridge 
26 Adam Elkins 
    Genèe Johns-     
       Morrison 
28 Jerry Umberger 
      Matt Hart 
29 T.R. Cooper III 
      Vanessa Phipps 
30 John Lambert 
      Jaydah Asafa 
31 Alex Lambert 
  Frank Stewart 
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