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   We are approaching the end of Summer break and for households with school age 

children or school teachers in them, it is a busy time of the year.  Teachers are preparing 

to return to school, getting their classrooms ready and working on curricula and lesson 

plans.  Some kids are dreading going back to school and sleeping in as many mornings 

as possible while others are eager to get back to learning and friends. 

   But this is not just a busy season for homes. It is a busy season in the life of the 

church as well. The Chancel Choir is going to resume practice and participation in   

worship this month.  We are going to be launching our small group discipleship        

program very soon.  It wonôt be long before Godôs Gang resumes meeting on Sunday 

evenings. Wednesday evening dinners will begin again next month.  Today, the team 

from Community Bible Study is in the building as I type this, preparing for their fall 

launch of Wednesday morning Bible study. 

   The reason that I am sharing all of this is because this is the time to get involved.  

Remember a few weeks back that I quoted Ed Stetzer, saying that you are much more 

likely to be in the Bible daily if you are a part of a small group that focuses on Scripture.  

So now is a great time to join a Bible study or small group.  So if you are invited to   

participate in a home based small group, say yes. And for your information, I will begin 

on August 10th a study in Genesis on the Patriarchs of the faith, so you are welcome to 

join us in the Wesley class or on Zoom. 

   Or maybe you are looking for an opportunity to serve.  Krista is assembling a team 

to prepare meals for Wednesday evenings starting in September. So if you enjoy     

cooking, call the CornerStone office and we can get you on the schedule. And if Krista 

asks you to help out, say yes. 

   Our spiritual life was never intended to be contained in just one day a week but a 

lifestyle of growing together as a community in our relationship with God.  The author 

of Hebrews gave these instructions to his readers, ñAnd let us consider how to stir up 

one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 

some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 

near,ò (Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV). 

 

 Pastor Keith 



 

 

Current Month Budget Items Specials Totals

Beginning Balance $40,038.45 $25,085.04 $65,123.49

Receipts $34,538.87 $7,411.66 $41,950.53

Disbursements ($39,291.85) ($2,960.22) ($42,252.07)

Transfer $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Closing Balance $35,285.47 $29,536.48 $64,821.95

Year-to-Date

Balance 12/31/2020 $47,132.83 $48,918.30 $96,051.13

Receipts $216,910.72 $44,301.34 $261,212.06

Disbursements ($229,102.15) ($64,683.16) ($293,785.31)

Transfer $344.07 $1,000.00 $1,344.07

Closing Balance $35,285.47 $29,536.48 $64,821.95

Our most heartfelt sympathies are extended to: 
 

�q��Kent Mansfield, Trish Wheeler & family in the loss 
of their brother, Mike Mansfield. 

 
�q��Stacy & Mike Wilson & family in the loss of their  

nephew, CJ Wilson. 
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Whether it has been through movies, jokes or conversations about a strange relative; the word �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W has become  
somewhat of a negative word in our culture. It has been used in many negative ways and now people have a tendency to steer clear 
of commitment. In the Christian culture it is often paired with words like �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\ and �V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q - both of those we have a 
natural tendency to avoid for one reason or another. Mainly because we want to be in control and we do not want anyone to find out 
what we have hidden in our closet. 

One of the most powerful and challenging passages of Scripture is �$�F�W�V�� ��������-����. Take a moment to read the passage and 
then another moment to focus on verses 46-47. What is God trying to speak into your life through His Word today?  

God is committed to all of us. Jesus was committed to Godôs plan of salvation. The Holy Spirit is committed to guiding each 
of us throughout our lives. God has been putting all that He is into the redemption of the world. The Trinity committed to          
community - the fellowship of believers and the redeeming of all creation. God desires to be with us. 

We all need to be committed. Okay, maybe I should have phrased it differently - What I mean is that, we need to make a habit 
and practice of worship, prayer, learning, devotional time, service, and more. The early church knew the value of being committed 
to community. They needed the support, the encouragement, and the fellowship. Most importantly, they needed the Word of God in 
their lives every day. God desires to be with us and He desires that we be with each other - committed to community so that there 
might be transformation and redemption through relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

ñDay by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their numbers those who were being 
savedò (Acts 2:46-47).  

Question of the day: Are we doing the necessary things that 
put us in a place where the Lord will do His work through the    
community of believers? 

 
Living the Life God has Given, 
Pastor John 
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