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Each time I write, it seems more and more activities are being restarted at 

church and we are returning to the comfortable things that we know. This month,  

childrenôs church is resuming and the nursery will be open during in-person worship. 

This is a reminder that we are slowly moving out of the full shut-down that we were in 

a few months ago and, for me, it offers hope that things are being restored. However, 

it is also a reminder that we need to continue to be careful. As we begin more and 

more activities, we need to exercise caution so that we can look out for the good of 

one another.  

As we begin to move back into our previous routine, it does lead me to reflect 

on what we might have learned from the past few months. One lesson that I have 

learned is that God is gracious. I often think about what the shutdown would have 

been like had we still been carrying debt. I regularly rejoice that we retired our     

mortgages before we entered the Covid-19 era. I believe that God was preparing us to 

not only weather this storm, but to thrive in the midst of it. Even during this time of 

crisis, we have been able to continue to support missions and ministry locally and 

around the world. 

I have also reflected on the presence of God. Each time I walked through the 

sanctuary that had set empty for months, I grieved that we were not able to worship 

there. But the reality is that God showed up and we were able to have worship in our 

own parking lot, as well as at the mall on Resurrection Sunday. Location did not     

inhibit Godôs ability to be present and it brought me joy to watch the fellowship occur 

through car windows and with some of you standing up through your sun-roofs on 

your cars. The Spirit of God draws us together regardless of where we are. 

I believe that the question we have to ask is this, ñWhat lessons does God want 

us to learn from the Covid-19 season?ò  For me, that lesson may be that obstacles can 

be used to push us in the direction of creative new means of worship. And I believe 

that we will be in a better place if we implement the lessons that we learned in these 

days. 

   Pastor Keith 



 

 

Budget 
In Memory of Judy Nichols 

Given by Greg & Arland White 
Given by Lisa Hammond 

Given by the Loyal Followers Class 
 

In Memory of Carl Kittle 
Given by Dr. King 

 
In Honor of Steve Simmerman 

Given by First UMC 
 

In Honor of Brent Neikirkôs Birthday 
Given by Don & Gloria Neikirk 

 
In Memory of Orin Simmerman, Jr. 

Given by Rannie & Charlene Cooper 
 

In Memory of Margaret Gordon 
Given by Susie Carter 

Given by John & Sue Lambert 
Given by Dr. King 

 

In Memory of Neva White 
Given by John & Sue Lambert 

Given by Dr. King 
Given by Ed & Cheryl Spears 

 
In Memory of Carl Warnock, Sr. 

Given by Matt & Kim Hart 
 

Costa Rica Farm 
In Honor of Victoria Neikirkôs Birthday 
In Honor of Ben Ambrosinoôs Birthday 

Given by Don & Gloria Neikirk 
 

In Honor of Eric, Chris & Lindsey Ronayôs Birthdays 

Given by Ed & Cheryl Spears 
In Memory of Carl Kittle 

Given by John & Sue Lambert 
 

Backpack Blessings 
In Honor of those who make Drive-in Church possible 

Given by Jim & Susan Ifert 
 
 

Good Samaritan 
In Honor of Junior Fitzpatrick 

Given by Jim Newton 
 

Praise Team 
In Memory of Rick Leake 
Given by Matt & Kim Hart 

 
Worship Team 

In Honor of the Worship Team 
Given by Matt & Kim Hart 

 
Hillcrest Bruce Mission 

In Honor of Steve & Darlene Meyers 
Given by Bryan & Joan Flanery 

 
Missions 

In Honor of Steve Meyersô Birthday 
Given by Ed & Cheryl Spears 

 
Prayer Garden Brick 

In Memory of Judy Nichols 
Given by the Loyal Followers Class 

Honors & Memorials  

Our most heartfelt sympathies  
are extended to: 

 
 ̄ David Nichols & family in the loss 

of his wife, Judy Nichols. 

Current Month Budget Items Specials Mortgage Fund Totals

Beginning Balance $56,963.03 $79,115.35 $0.00 $136,078.38

Receipts $43,180.44 $4,042.30 $0.00 $47,222.74

Disbursements ($31,441.69) ($903.49) $0.00 ($32,345.18)

Transfer $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Closing Balance $68,701.78 $82,254.16 $0.00 $150,955.94

Year-to-Date

Balance 12/31/2019 $32,271.21 $21,921.57 $8,346.74 $62,539.52

Receipts $299,274.90 $120,981.62 $0.00 $420,256.52

Disbursements ($264,776.31) ($59,978.29) ($8,346.74) ($333,101.34)

Transfer $1,931.98 ($670.74) $0.00 $1,261.24

Closing Balance $68,701.78 $82,254.16 $0.00 $150,955.94



 

 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS  
 

On Sunday, November 22, we will be bringing 
our Thanksgiving baskets and placing them 
around the altar for Hillcrest Bruce Mission.  
The following are some suggestions for a   
basket for four ï a 3lb canned ham instant 
mashed potatoes, gravy, instant milk, stove top 
stuffing,  rolls, cans of vegetables, can fruit, 
Jell-O  and prepared   dessert.  No cream pies, 
please.  If you want to add extra items to the 
basket, some suggestions are ï peanut butter, 
jelly, saltines, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti 
sauce and spaghetti, cans of beef stew, cans of 
chili, tuna, tuna helper, hamburger  helper and     
applesauce.  This time of the year food       

pantries are sparse, 
so please give       
generously.  The  
Mission also serves 
the Pollard area. 

South Ashland UMC, 
Centenary UMC and  
First UMC 

invite you to a combined  
 
 
 

24  OCT 
2:00pm-
4:00pm 
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Come join us in the celebration! There will be plenty 
of room to spread out and engage in fun activities. 
Please wear a mask. Get ready for a cake walk, photo 
booth, costume contest, scavenger hunt, live music 

and more! 

We will not be having a packing party 
this year. However, now more than 
ever, children need great joy! You can 
give boys and girls in need a tangible 
expression of Godôs love through a 
gift-filled shoebox. We have a few  
options for you to participate:  
 ̄Pick up a box from the church to 
pack on your own. Drop off filled 
boxes by November 13. 

 ̄Make a monetary donation, or  
 ̄Pack a box online here:  
  https://www.samaritanspurse.org/
operation-christmas-child/buildonline/ 
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