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Over the last few weeks it has felt like we were beginning to move out of
the Coronavirus era of life. People are beginning to come to in-person worship
and friends are gathering together for much needed social interaction. But with
the increase in cases that was sure to come with increased social interaction, it
feels that we are now moving backwards. But as I write this, the Holy Spirit is
reminding me of Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 12:9, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
What we sometimes forget is the context of the verses that we are quick to
quote in Scripture. In this situation, Paul was pleading with the Lord to remove
his thorn in the flesh. And for whatever reason, God did not grant Paul’s

request. I have read plenty of people’s thoughts on what this thorn might be, but
no one knows definitively and spending too much time on that doesn’t further
the conversation. Instead, I think that we are better served remembering that
when life is going as we wish, we are not so dependent on God’s grace. But it is
in the times that life is not going as we wish, that we rely upon God’s grace.
Paul concludes the paragraph in Corinthians with these words, “For the sake of
Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong,” (1 Cor 12:10).

I haven’t yet come to the place where I can honestly say that I am content
with hardships. I am still pleading with God to change the circumstances. But
maybe there is something left to learn in this time of trial. Maybe we are
learning that we don’t have a right to have everything our own way. Or maybe
we are learning that even when God’s response is not giving us what we ask for,
that He is still loving and kind and just. So today, let us strive to reach the place
that we can acknowledge that God’s grace is sufficient, and His power is made
perfect in our times of weakness.
Pastor Keith

Congratulations,
Bryan and Joan Flanery!
Happy 50th Anniversary!

Honors and Memorials
Budget
Costa Rica Farm
In Memory of Ernestine Blanton
In Honor of Jeff Neikirk’s Birthday
Given by Drexel & Sonnie Blanton
Given by Don & Gloria Neikirk
In Memory of Linda Crawford
Given by Randy & Jacquie
Loschert

Our most heartfelt sympathies are extended to:


Prayer Garden Brick
In Memory of Linda Crawford
Given by Dick & Trish Wheeler



In Memory of Linda Crawford
In Memory of John Abbruzzese
Given by Mark & Paulette Meenach

Current Month

Bryan & Joan Flanery and family in the loss of his
sister, Mavis Blair.


Budget Items

The family and friends of Linda Crawford.

The family and friends of Orin Simmerman, Jr.

Specials

Mortgage Fund

Totals

Beginning Balance

$46,048.95

$31,844.20

$0.00

$77,893.15

Receipts

$39,077.25

$59,559.03

$0.00

$98,636.28

Disbursements

($32,753.16)

($5,381.83)

$0.00

($38,134.99)

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$52,373.04

$86,021.40

$0.00

$138,394.44

$32,271.21

$21,921.57

$8,346.74

$62,539.52

Receipts

$219,698.46

$115,011.14

$0.00

$334,709.60

Disbursements

($201,528.61)

($50,240.57)

($8,346.74)

($260,115.92)

$1,931.98

($670.74)

$0.00

$1,261.24

$52,373.04

$86,021.40

$0.00

$138,394.44

Transfer
Closing Balance
Year-to-Date
Balance 12/31/2019

Transfer
Closing Balance

Dear SAUMC Folks,
Thank you for the honorarium, it was much appreciated. I
really enjoyed worshipping with you and felt a special spirit
among us that day. Bro. Keith’s leadership shows in that you
guys do church well in his absence.

Blessings to you all,
Bro. Tim Burton

South Ashland UMC,
Thank you for your generosity of $175 which represents 205
meals to those in need. Your willingness to invest in others by
helping the Community Kitchen helps those in need. The heart
of serving founded in need so many decades ago is still shown
daily at the Community Kitchen, and you help us keep the
legacy of service going. Thank you for partnering with us to
help so many.
Serve well!!
Dr. Desmond Barrett

Dear Aldersgate Friends,
Thank you for supporting the ministries of Aldersgate Camp & Retreat
Center! All of us, here at Aldersgate Camp appreciate the donation from
your church of $800 for our ongoing ministries. Your gift provides an
important foundation for the spiritual development of campers and retreat
attendees. God continues to change lives at camp.
Our new Family Retreat Rental Program began last week and has been a
hit! Several cottages and multiple RV spots were enjoyed by families, hikes
were taken and s’mores were eaten!
While we continue social distancing and take measured steps to
re-opening, we are happy to offer Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center as a
fun-filled family getaway destination for you.
This summer at Aldersgate, you can rent one of our cottages for your
family retreat. While here, you can enjoy so many of the fun activities that
make a trip to Aldersgate special. Play in the creek, hike to Buffalo Cave,
feed the animals, or enjoy a campfire.
Additionally, our RV park is open. With our level, concrete pads and full
electric/water/sewage hookups, the Aldersgate RV Park is one of the nicest
in eastern Kentucky.
Whether you are interested in our cottage retreats or a stay in our RV park,
contact us at office@aldersgatecamp.org or 606-723-5078.
You can visit our website for more information and updates about
Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center: www.aldersgatecamp.org
Blessings,
Dave Cohn

Youth & Children’s

News and Events

Children: We hope you had fun
participating in Virtual VBS, and we
hope you will continue joining us live
via our South Ashland UMC YouTube channel each Wednesday evening at 6:30 for a biblical lesson and
activity. Wednesday, August 5th, Genée will be leading songs and a lesson based on some mentions of fruit in
the
Bible—both the fruit of the Spirit and the sweetness of the love of Jesus! The following Wednesday,
the Fitzpatrick's will be putting on a puppet show for you—you won’t want to miss it!
Adults: Thanks to all of our gener ous volunteer s who have put in so much effor t this summer to make
virtual VBS happen and to get youth group back on its feet. Thank you for attending the Safe Sanctuary
Training to help protect the precious lives we have covenanted to care for as a church. If you intend to work
with children, youth, or vulnerable adults in the upcoming year and haven’t yet had the chance to complete the
training, you can find all the necessary information on www.southashlandumc.org under the ‘youth’ tab. You
are greatly appreciated, and these ministries genuinely could not happen without your physical presence and
support.
Youth: Due to the r ain, youth gr oup kicked off with an outdoor -turn-indoor viewing of The Lion King,
and we have been following with Sunday night lessons that relate to biblical themes noted in the movie. The
first lesson was on the body of Christ and the sacredness of community, based off Jamie Roach’s book Sacred
Community (2010). I would like to share with you a bit of what we discussed and what community has meant
in my life.
“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also
members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as
the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the
Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.” –
Ephesians 2:19-22
Four years ago this month, Zane and I packed up our vehicle and moved to California to start our married lives
together at Mount Hermon Camp and Conference Center. We were immediately embraced by a community of
individuals who intentionally lived together, worked together, laughed together, cried together, sorted through
conflict together. In some way or another, we were engaging with this body of believers the majority of our
waking hours. Generally at the close of each school year, some people move on, new ones come, and the cycle
continues of forming an intentional community, embracing one another despite of everyone’s messiness, and
trying to love each other as Christ loves the church. It sounds idyllic. In reality it’s challenging. But it was
tremendously worth it.

This past fall, I was speeding down the road on my bike from work to our house—a 15 minute walk, a 6
minute bike ride—feeling so happy and grateful. Zane and I had walked the hill to work for two and a half
years until we were both given free bicycles by people who no longer rode them. My bike had quickly become
my prized possession. Although we had a car, we preferred to walk when we could to reduce our carbon
emissions. Now we could get places more quickly while getting in some fun and exercise while we traveled.
That particular ride down the hill, I was thinking what a joy it was to ride my bike and that I needed to once
again thank the woman who had given it to me months before.
The next day, instead of texting her a happy thank you, I was asking her for the serial number—my bike had
been stolen off our porch. Our porch, shrouded in Redwood trees, didn’t catch your eye from the road unless
you knew what you were looking for. I was devastated. I tried to remind myself that a bicycle is just a
possession and I shouldn’t allow myself to become attached to materials objects, but that one had brought such

life and joy to me, it was hard to let it go. Later that weekend, a friend from our community came down to
our house with his bike. He told me he knew how much I loved riding and had seen how it brought me such
joy; thus, he wanted to give me his own bike. I tried to thank him but couldn’t get past the tears. As one
body, a sacred community sees the hurts of its members and offers great care. I was so blessed by my friend
Jonathan and his generosity.
If we go back a few more months from last fall to the previous spring, both of my grandfathers—Clyde
Johns of Lawrence Co. and Rev. Frank Wallace of Carter Co.—passed away within eight days of each other.
I was scrambling for plane tickets, trying to make last-minute decisions about flights and family and missing
work. Before my second flight back to Kentucky, my community gave me a card. Zane and I warmly
received it and welcomed their sympathy. They had been extremely supportive during my grieving process
thus far, but when Zane and I got home, my community of about 18 people who worked on camp salaries in
the most expensive region to live in the United States had scraped together over $700 to help cover the cost
of my plane tickets and the paid time I’d be losing by missing a second week of work. Their generosity
brings me to tears even as I type this, for their love for a grieving community member was more sacred than
what they kept in their bank accounts.
These are just two meaningful examples that have deeply touched my heart over this past year and a half,
examples of what I would call ‘sacred community.’ This is my vision for our youth—to covenant with one
another respect, teamwork, and mindfulness, and that they too can experience deep support from their peers.
I challenge us as a church family—members of the body of Christ—to intentionally work to help our youth
feel they do not just “go to church,” as Jamie Roach wrote it in his book, but that they feel they are “part of
church” (p. 16). And you too, fellow members of one body, though it feels exceptionally difficult right now
to engage in community because of health concerns, I encourage you to find ways to stay involved even at a
distance. The sacredness of community is something I don’t think we can attest to until we experience it
ourselves, as I’m sure many of you have. I hope that someday, many, many souls will say that they
experienced sacred community at South Ashland United Methodist Church.

Hello Church Family,
I pray that you all are doing well during this “temporary normal period” in our lives. I did not
make up this phrase; it came from Pastor Keith during our last board meeting. I like that
much better than the phrase “new normal”. None of this is normal!
As you all know I am still planning the 2021 Costa Rica mission trip. Praying about this has
led me many times to the Bible to various Bible verses about Faith. I read some time ago
that Faith is like radar that sees through the fog -- the reality of things at a distance that the
human eye cannot see.
Two of my favorite Bible verses about faith are:
Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.
Mark 11:22-24
And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. Truly, I say to you, whoever says to
this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his
heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him.
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it,
and it will be yours.
The first verse always speaks to me since that is one of the verses we have used since we
started these trips in 1994, about making a straight and level path for the Lord’s work in
Costa Rica.
The second one speaks for itself! If I have enough faith and it is in our Lord’s will, the trip
will happen to glorify HIM. What more do I need?
The trip will be February 6-14, 2021. I do already have 15 airline tickets secured. At this
time I have 10 people planning on going on the trip, so that leaves 5 open spaces. If you
are interested in going, please see me soon. The last time I spoke with Mary Woods, all
activities were still shut down due to the virus, but she continues to employee her
three workmen doing mission construction work and work on the farm. She is only able to
afford for them to work three days per week due to finances. We have sent down $1750.00
during the last three months to help support the work there. All of this money has come
from special money that you all have given. Mary always asks that I thank you for your
prayers and support and how blessed she is because of you. I feel the same way. You can
support her work with a special gift marked as Costa Rica Farm if you feel so led. Please
pray about that and continue to lift Mary up in your prayers. She is really enjoying coming
to our Church services as she puts it, “via Facebook”.
Thanks from the bottom of my heart for all that OUR church does to support this ministry.
In His Love and Service
Eduardo

1
2
3
4
5
8

Megan Caudill
Jude Elkins
Sonnie Blanton
Trish Wheeler
Erin Miller
Jeff Neikirk
Nevaeh Asafa
9 Jordan Curry
10 Kristian Cooper
Laci Hart
Wanda Huffman
12 Nathan Warnock
14 Aiden Gibson
17 Gary Ramey
18 Barry Cohen
19 Jensen Fennell
20 Kyle Ramey
23 Jim Newton
29 Mary Wheeler

Sun

Mon

Tue

3
8
10
11
13
17
18
20
22
24

Wed

Bill & Linda Meyers
Bryan & Joan Flanery
Bill & Jenny Johnson
Don & Gloria Neikirk
Zane & Genèe Morrison
John & Karen Hinkle
Steven & Sherry Hackworth
Bill & Martha Rice
Larry & Tish Crawford
Dan & Ann Cooksey

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
National

2
9:30 Drive-In Worship
11:00 Worship in FLC
& Facebook Live
6:00 Youth Activities

3

4
6:30 Youth Council Zoom
7:00 Scouts BSA

5
6:30 Adult Study Zoom
6:30 Children’s Online
Class

6
10:00 Intercessory Prayer

7

8

9
9:30 Drive-In Worship
11:00 Worship in FLC
& Facebook Live
6:00 Youth Activities

10
6:00 Stephen Ministry

11
9:30 Staff Meeting
7:00 Scouts BSA

12
6:30 Adult Study Zoom
6:30 Children’s Online
Class

13
10:00 Intercessory Prayer

14

15

16
9:30 Drive-In Worship
11:00 Worship in FLC
& Facebook Live
6:00 Youth Activities

17

18
19
6:30 Finance/Admin Council 6:30 Adult Study Zoom
7:00 Scouts BSA
6:30 Children’s Online
Class

20
10:00 Intercessory Prayer

21

22

23
9:30 Drive-In Worship
11:00 Worship in FLC
& Facebook Live
6:00 Youth Activities

24
6:00 Stephen Ministry

25
6:00 Loving Arms
7:00 Scouts BSA

27
10:00 Intercessory Prayer

28

29

30
9:30 Drive-In Worship
11:00 Worship in FLC
& Facebook Live
6:00 Youth Activities

31

National Honey Bee Day

26
6:30 Adult Study Zoom
6:30 Children’s Online
Class
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Celebrating Jesus, Others and You!

