
 

 

Matthew 5:2-3 says ñAnd he opened his 

mouth and taught them, saying: óBlessed are the 

poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of       

heaven.ôò These words are followed by Jesusô   

instruction about what it takes to be truly blessed. 

If you read this chapter in Matthew, you will find that the qualities that Jesus calls 

blessed are very different from what the world defines as blessing.  

Which brings me to my struggle with the term blessed and how it is used in 

Christian culture today. When someone gets a big raise at work and is able to buy a 

nicer car or home, they say that they are blessed. When the great uncle in another 

state dies and leaves a big inheritance, we claim to be blessed. When we have the 

things that our culture tells us we need in order to be happy, we insist that we are 

blessed.  And in the process, we assume that God is worried about our possessions or 

the type of car that we drive. 

But when Jesus tells us what blessed in the Kingdom of God looks like, it has 

nothing to do with possessions. Instead, being blessed looks a lot like having a need 

that only God can fill and trusting in His faithfulness to fill that need. ñBlessed are the 

poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of God.ò When we have a longing that is so 

great that only the immensity of the Kingdom of God can fill it, then we can be 

blessed. And the blessing will then last into eternity, and not just until the rust         

destroys the new car or until the earthquake shakes the nicer house to its foundation. 

When we equate the blessings of God with the temporary trappings of this 

world we are selling short what God can do and wants to do in our lives. But when we 

become poor in spirit, so much so that Godôs Kingdom can intervene with hope and 

peace, then we are blessed indeed. ñBlessed are those who mourn for they shall be 

comforted. Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth,ò (Matthew 5:4-5). 

May you find real blessing in the Kingdom of God. 
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Bell Tower 
In Honor of Gary & Paula Pennington 

In Honor of Bruce & Nancy Pennington 
Given by Carl & Stella Pennington 

 

Building Fund 
In Honor of Skippy Simmerman 

Given by Greg, Julie, Lake & Chloe Williamson 
Given by Keith, Lori, Jonah & Annie Goll  

Given by Kim Miller 
 

In Memory of Rosemary Sturgill 
Given by Lisa Hammond 

 

Costa Rica Farm 
In Memory of Glen Nunley 

Given by Ed & Cheryl Spears 
 

New Property 
In Honor of Dot Ellington on her birthday 

Given by Ed & Cheryl Spears 
 

In Memory of Catherine Newton 
Given by Jim Newton 

 

Music Fund 
In Honor of Choir and Bells 

Given by Barry & Lynn Cohen 
 

Gideonôs  
In Memory of Sandy Misjak 

Given by John & Lynda Cannon 
 

Backpack Blessings 
In Memory of Sandy Misjak 

Given by Carl & Mary Warnock 

Current Month Budget Items Specials Mortgage Fund Totals

Beginning Balance $48,834.46 $28,918.25 $13,126.68 $90,879.39

Receipts $34,414.75 $17,599.38 $5,980.00 $57,994.13

Disbursements ($38,338.16) ($12,214.87) ($4,669.47) ($55,222.50)

Transfer $504.72 $454.60 $0.00 $959.32

Closing Balance $45,415.77 $34,757.36 $14,437.21 $94,610.34

Year-to-Date

Balance 12/31/2015 $40,995.20 $29,812.48 $16,319.60 $87,127.28

Receipts $446,884.52 $63,149.36 $57,503.50 $567,537.38

Disbursements ($447,705.58) ($63,923.12) ($55,385.89) ($567,014.59)

Transfer $5,241.63 $5,718.64 ($4,000.00) $6,960.27

Closing Balance $45,415.77 $34,757.36 $14,437.21 $94,610.34

Honors & Memorials  

Hospital Visitation 
If you, a family member, or friend are having surgery 
or being admitted to the hospital and would like to be 

visited and have prayer please contact: 

 
The Church Office:  

324-6961 
& 

Elfi Sologic:   
325-4349 

 
Our most heartfelt 

sympathies are  
extended to: 

 

Jerry & Joy Daniel 
in the loss of his 

sister, Betty Sidell. 
 

 

Dear Pastor & Congregation, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity 
to preach for the church on 
01/01/2017. Thanks also for the 
honorarium that was given to 
me.  
 
May God bless you in all you 
do. 
 
Rev. Phil Zimmerman 


